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  Need books on  

how to grill out. 

Better pick up  

a fire extin-

guisher, too. 

T o game or not to game? That is the question. Whether it is no-
bler in the library to suffer the screams and swings of Guitar 

Hero or to take arms together in Dance, Dance Revolution, or by op-
posing them, end the chance of teens, tweens, and in betweens of 
forever visiting the library. To sleep, to have quiet, no more… 
 
Sorry Hamlet, but this does seem to be the question for many rural 
and smaller libraries… do we allow gaming? Many rural libraries 
have embraced gaming as a legitimate ploy to pull in those reluctant 
readers. Others, have not. Many of us have held off, standing firm on 
the ideal that “We are about books! Not games!” Well, perhaps we 
can be both. 
 
As someone who has recently turned 50, I must admit that one of the 
reasons I did not embrace “gaming” at our library was because I did 
not know how. Here was something that would be in our library that 
was foreign to me. I am good at books. Good at movies. Good at all 
the other resources. But I am clueless when it comes to gaming. 
And, the last thing I want to be, is clueless about anything. (At least I 
don‟t want my patrons to know I am clueless.) 
 
At the ALA Mid-Winter meeting in Philadelphia, some wise-cracker 
had the idea to set up Guitar Hero in the registration area. (Must 
have been one of those young, hip librarians full of passion for gam-
ing, graphic novels and other modern “stuff”.) I admit, that when I 
passed the gamers each day, although I was curious, I did not want 
to make eye contact. What if they asked ME if I wanted to play??? 

To Game or Not to Game? 
Apologies to Hamletôs Soliloquy 

Gaming Factoids 

 
4 67% of all heads of 

household in the US 

play video games 

4 47.6% of players are 

between the ages of 18-

49 

4 24.2% of players are 

over the age of 50 

4 The average game 

playerôs age is 33 

4 52% of game players 

are male 

4 The average age of the 

most frequent game 

purchaser is 38 

4 Adult game players 

have been playing for 

an average of 13 years 

4 33% of American 

homes have a video 

game console 

 
[Source: Essential Facts about 
the Computer and Video Game 
Industry. Entertainment Soft-
ware Association. 2007 Sales, 

Demographic and Usage Data. 
Available online: http://
www.theesa.com/facts/pdfs/
ESA_EF_2007.pdf] 

Egads!  
You might be a 
gamer and not  

realize it! Do you play 
Solitaire, Bejeweled 

or other online 
games?  if so, thenð 

GASPðYOUôRE A 
GAMER!! 
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2008 Rural Conference! 

Go West: Discover Gold  @ Your Library 
Association for Rural & Small Libraries (ARSL) 
Sacramento, California  September 19-20 2008 

Make plans now to attend this national conference devoted entirely 
to rural libraries. Stay up to date on the conference program 
agenda and  registration information by visiting: 

www.webjunction.org/arsl.  

UPCOMING 

EVENTS 

Budget Now! 
2010 Public Library Association Conference 
March 2010  Portland, Oregon 

Put it on your calendar now. Start squirreling away funds in a CE travel account. Consider the cost of 
flight/train/car, hotel, meals, registration and misc. expenditures. Keep informed at www.pla.org. 

2008 Bookmobile Conference! 

Association for Bookmobile and Outreach Services (ABOS) 
October 8-10, 2008  The University Plaza Hotel & Conference Center  Columbus, Ohio 

Calling all bookmobile staff! If you have never attended a bookmobile conference, make plans to travel to 
Columbus this October! You will have an awesome time at informative programs and networking with other 
bookmobile staffs from throughout the country. For more info visit: http://www.abos-outreach.org/ 



David Miller 

Past Board President 

State Library of Ohio 
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David Miller has been named to the National Advocacy Honor Roll of the Ameri-
can Library Association and the Association for Library Trustees and Advocates. 
He is past president of the State Library of Ohio Board, the Ohio Library Trustees 
Association and the Wood County District Public Library Board. Miller is editor of 
the Sentinel-Tribune newspaper in Bowling Green, Ohio.  Comments on columns 

or suggestions for future columns may be sent to him at: dcmille@verizon.net 
or by calling (419) 352-4611. 
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Focus on Trustees 

A 
 recent library conference again proved to me that you can learn quite a few “take-home-to-
implement” ideas during informal conversations with other attendees in the hallways between or be-
fore formal conference sessions. The Trends in Public Library Realities conference in Columbus, 

Ohio, in early May was no exception. 
 
One hallway discussion was with Bill Schell, CEO of Martin Memorial Library in York, Pennsylvania. He 
has a board of 35 trustees, but “only” 15 of them are voting trustees. The others are former trustees who 
continue to attend the quarterly board meetings as non-voting members. While most of us would find 35 
(or even 15, for that matter) too big to easily handle, it‟s a system that works well for Schell, especially 
given the way he utilizes trustees in a corporate board model. Schell did include discussion of this board 
concept in his formal break-out session on “Models of Funding” later in the conference. But my hallway 
discussion with him on the first day of the conference led to a hallway discussion the next morning with 
Larry Grieco, director of the Gilpin County Library in Blackhawk, Colorado. 
 
I shared with him Schell‟s model of continuing to utilize trustees as associate members after their actual 
terms were over. We both agreed it would be a great way to keep them in the knowledge loop and have 
them readily available in case he would have reason to tap into their skills in later years. 
 
Trustee emeritus seemed to be the title that would be most appropriate for such roles for former trustees. 
Too often libraries lose track of former trustees and seldom use their expertise to complement that found 
among current trustees. It‟s a shame, because many of the former trustees would be happy to get involved 
in special projects or in strategic planning roles. Often they can provide institutional history that no current 
board member happens to have. 
 
My discussion of former trustees with Grieco then somehow evolved into a discussion of the value of hav-
ing board members who represent young patrons. We came up with an idea of a rotating one-year term for 
high school seniors. The term would actually begin in the spring of their junior years, It would be up to the 
board to decide if the student trustees should have voting rights or not, but the input they could provide 
their fellow board members would be the most influential role they could play. Depending upon the size of 
the library and the local high school(s), the method used to select the student trustee would probably differ 
among boards willing to implement this idea. A children‟s services director might be the key staffer to iden-
tify potential student trustees. Small libraries might see the director as the one to select the student. Hav-
ing “public library trustee” on their resumes should help students in applying to colleges, applying for in-
ternships and applying for future employment. 
 
Future young library patrons should be the big winner in such a trustee arrangement. Having someone 
with the expertise of what teenagers would like the library to offer would be invaluable for any board. Spon-
sored by Clarion University‟s Center for Small and Rural Libraries, the library realities conference featured 
a great mix of speakers and topics. Ideas gleaned from the conference will fuel several future columns for 
trustees. — DCM 

35 Trustees on a Board??!!  

Networking bring new ideas! 
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Ideas for Newspaper Columns 

and Press Releases 

Wondering what type of information to write for a newspaper col-

umn about your library? Consider including one or all of the fol-

lowing points.: 

 

4 Your Library: A Natural Gateway 

to learning The role of the Public 

Library in our society has morphed 

into something like a peopleôs uni-

versity. Everyone has the opportu-

nity to enter our doors with no tui-

tion, no schedule of classes and only 

a short application form. Public li-

braries are open to all and they are 

being used to the fullest this summer. Is it the price of gas? Is it 

the upturn in food costs? Can we afford to take a family of four 

to the movies? 

4 Libraries across America are experiencing an overwhelming 

number of family visits.  They are not just popping in to pick 

up a beach book, but they are staying for a lengthy visit.  

While Mom is on the computer and Dad reads the newspaper, 

the kids are playing with a game, or reading.  The library is 

one of the last places you can have a conversation with some-

one else ð eye to eye. Even though many patrons are staring 

at computer screens, there is still a chance of personal interac-

tion with library staff. Libraries pride themselves on providing 

excellent, personal customer service. 

4 The library is a natural gateway for many citizens to retrieve 

what they need to grow and thrive in society. Library staff 

have access to expert information and are knowledgeable about 

online resources. Libraries are also an economical source of 

entertainment for the family. Everyone will find something at 

the library and be confident of their privacy being respected. 

4 To create tomorrowôs society the public will enjoy using a fa-
cility created for life long learning. The traditional classroom is 

not the only avenue for study. Take time this summer to read 

and pursue a new topic of interest.  If you are planning a trip, 

start with the resources your libraries offer and save money, 

too. If you are looking for ways to go green in your home, read 

about it with the new non-fiction. Relax in an air conditioned 

space and talk to your neighbors.  Start here; itôs a natural gate-

way to a world of knowledge.  
[Source: Nancy Stouder-McAlpin, Director. St Paris Public Library. POB 740. 

127 E. Main St. St Paris , Ohio  43072 stparis@oplin.org 937 663 4349] 

Lights! Camera!  

Action!  
Using YouTube for your 

libraryôs promotion.  
 

4 Learn. You-

Tube is three years 

old and provides 

an opportunity for 

anyone to be a 

broadcaster. To 

learn more about 

YouTube visit their site at 

www.youtube.com. Click on 

ñCommunityò from their Home 

page. Then, follow the 

ñYouTube Handbookò link. 

There, tips on how to film and 

upload are provided, along with 

the history of YouTube and 

much more. 

4 Prepare to film: Refer to online 

info as to the recommended type 

of camera to use for the best re-

sults. Consider asking your li-

braryôs friendôs group, or, bor-

row a staff memberôs camera. 

Practice filming around the li-

brary before writing a script and 

planning your first library film. 

4 Ideas and Filming: Think about 

what you want to tell folks about 

your library. Look at what other 

libraries have done. The Allen 

County Public Library (Fort 

Wayne, Indiana) uses this for-

mat extensively. They have up-

loaded tours of their Genealogy 

Center, a tour of the new library, 

the ñstate of the libraryò address 

by the director and much more.  

Visit www.youtube.com and 

type in Allen County Public Li-

brary or other libraries in the 

search box for inspiration.ðSP 
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Useful Ideas! 

A File for 

Local Reci-

pes 
 

I always thought 

that a great small 

town library idea would be to have a 

ready reference vertical file of people's 

favorite recipes.  What a great piece of 

historical Americana.  I have some rec-

ipe cards written in Hungarian (from 

my great grandma) and I'm forever 

swapping recipes with friends and fam-

ily.  It would only take up a little card 

catalog drawer (if you happen to have 

any of those floating around.) Great, all 

this food talk and now I'm going to 

have to go home and bake.  
The opinions in this e-mail are those of a 

crazy librarian and have no reflection what
-so-ever on the policies or opinions of my 

library. 
Mandie Roberts 

Reference Librarian  

Tippecanoe County Public Library 

[As seen on PUBLIB discussion list 2/22/2008] 

Clocks and Time Zones 
 

Purchase inexpensive wall clocks and 

set them for different time zones. Label 

the clocks, Tokyo, London, Beijing, 

Your Home Town, New York, etc. Cre-

ate a sign above the clocks that reads: It 

is reading time everywhere! 

Itõs Reading Time Everywhere! 

Utilize Free Government  

Resources for Immigrants 
 

The U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services 

(USCIS) has updated its free publication Welcome 

to the United States: A Guide for New Immi-

grants and added Polish and Urdu to the 11 other 

languages in which the booklet is available. The 

publication provides general settlement informa-

tion, and explains American civic values. The 

guide, which was introduced in 2005 and recently 

updated, also comes in Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Hai-

tian Creole, Korean, Portuguese, Russian, Spanish, Tagalog 

and Vietnamese.  The United States receives 1 million legal 

permanent residents a year, Roughly 750,000 people are natu-

ralized as citizens each year.  The 114-page guide explains the 

rights and responsibilities of legal permanent residents ð  

ñgreen cardò holders ð and provides practical information 

about life in the United States.  It introduces immigrants to the 

U.S. system of government and gives tips on such things as 

how to obtain a Social Security number or safe driving prac-

tices. Visit the USCIS website (www.uscis.gov) click on Edu-

cational Resources ð Resources for New Immigrants. Library 

Services to Immigrants: A Report on Current Practices is 

also available online. From the home page click on Educa-

tional Resources ð Resources for Public Libraries. Flash 

cards and many other informational resources are available 

from this site. 

F.Y.I. Definition ð Permanent Resident Alien: An alien 

admitted to the United States as a lawful permanent resi-

dent. Permanent residents are also commonly referred to 

as immigrants; however, the Immigration and Nationality 

Act (INA) broadly defines an immigrant as any alien in the 

United States, except one legally admitted under specific 

nonimmigrant categories (INA section 101(a)(15)). An ille-

gal alien who entered the United States without inspec-

tion, for example, would be strictly defined as an immi-

grant under the INA but is not a permanent resident alien. 

Lawful permanent residents are legally accorded the 

privilege of residing permanently in the United States. 

They may be issued immigrant visas by the Department 

of State overseas or adjusted to permanent resident 

status by U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services in 

the United States. [Source: USCIS] 
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Youth Services  
Gaming @ Your Library  
Join other libraries and consider the following: 

4 Provide gaming equipment and video screens 

4 Form a Gaming Club 

4 Hold video and gaming tournaments 

4 Attendance at events by some of the hardest 

to reach demographics ð kids, teenagers and 

college students ð grows dramatically 

4 Popular games include ñDance, Dance Revo-
lutionò, ñSuper Smash Brothers Brawlò, 

ñGuitar Heroò and ñRock Bandò 

4 Libraries that have incorporated the new gen-

eration of games such as Nintendo Wii along 

with traditional table-top board games, have 

provided an opportunity for families to par-

ticipate in gaming 

4 Some libraries are using local teens to teach 

seniors how to use computers by playing 

games 

 

Gaming Myth-Busters 
 

Myth: Gaming offers no educational value 

Fact: It is nearly impossible to succeed at most 

board and video games without a broad array of 

literacy skills. 

 

Myth: Videogames create a noisy environment 

Fact: Libraries often have special areas for gam-

ing far from those who need/want a quiet space 

to enjoy other library services, or they hold gam-

ing events after the library closes. 

 

Myth:  Games are for kids 

Fact: Recent statistics show that the largest 

group of online gamers is middle-aged women 

who play games such as Bejeweled and Book-

worm between the hours of midnight and 5 a.m. 
[Source: American Library Association. For more informa-

tion on gaming visit www.ala.org/gaming] 

Promote Literacy through  

Scouting and 4-H 
 

Providing a place for Scouts and 4-H Clubs to 

meet offers a great opportunity to promote literacy. 

The following examples can be modified to meet 

the needs of a wide range of organized groups for 

both girls and boys. 

 

Alphabet cereal: Make up 

two letter words, names, 

phrases, sentences, etc. Pro-

motes literacy, spelling, 

vowel and consonant recognition. 

 

Poetry: Find an old volume of poetry. Dust with 

baby powder or cornstarch and blow off the ñdustò 

for effect. Read aloud the older classics by Long-

fellow, Poe, etc. 

 

Funny poems: Read funny poems and memorize 

tongue twisters. Encourage the audience to learn 

new ones to tell their families. 

 

Ice breaker: For a new group, have them arrange 

themselves by height, the 1st letter of their first 

name or the month and day of their birthday. 

 

Magazine/paperback book swap: Encourage par-

ticipants to bring in old issues of their magazines 

or paperback books and swap them. 

 

Make a bookplate: Kids decorate large-sized 

stickers or mailing labels. Promotes pride of own-

ership and motivates them to build a personal 

ñhomeò library. 

 

Book Covers: Make book covers for ugly books. 

Check the library shelves for books to cover. 

 

Pencil stories: Use a pencil and tell a story: each 

word equals a finger going up the pencilé when 

the end of the pencil is reached, pass it on to the 

next person who will continue the story. ð SP 
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Ask Gayle 
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ñAsk Gayleò is a periodic column written by S. Gayle Hazelbaker, Director of the 
Tecumseh District Library (MI). Gayle has extensive experience in addressing man-
agement issues in the small public library. E-mail your queries confidentially to: 
sghazelbaker@tecumseh.lib.mi.us. 

Gayle 

Dear Gayle, 

 

I became a director of a small library a little more than six months 

ago.  At the last Board meeting, the President asked me when I 

would be presenting the annual report.  I must have had a blank 

look, because he said the Board members expect a report on how 

the library is doing by February or March of every year.  I acted 

like I knew what he was talking about, but I donôt.  Iôm hoping 

you can help me because Iôm afraid if I ask anyone around here 

they will think Iôm stupid and not fit for this job. 

 

Signed, 

In need of help fast! 

 

Dear Need, 

 

I think I know what your Board president is talking about, but 

you should feel free to ask him for clarification.  Your letter 

sounds like you are a first time library director, so Iôm sure he and 

the rest of the Board would understand your need for further guid-

ance. 

 

A directorôs annual report is pretty standard stuff.  It is a compre-

hensive report on how the library is operating.  It often includes 

year end statistics for circulation, card holders, items added and 

weeded from the collection, etc.  It may seem like a lot of work 

and it is, but youôve probably gone a long way to preparing an 

annual report for the Board when youôve prepared your yearly 

report for the State Library.  The difference between the two re-

ports is that for the Board you want to include a discussion of 

how far the library has come and offer a look into the future.  I 

like to think of it as my own State of the Union address, except  

much smaller and for a library, 

not a country.  But I hope you 

are getting the idea. 

 

If your library has a strategic 

plan, this is a perfect opportu-

nity to report on goals that have 

been achieved and the progress 

being made on other goals and 

objectives.  A savvy director 

will use this vehicle to show-

case her accomplishments from 

the previous year.  This infor-

mation is especially good to 

deliver before the Board mem-

bers fill out your yearly evalua-

tion forms. 

 

I hope this helps you feel a bit 

more confident about present-

ing the libraryôs year in review 

to the Board members.  It really 

doesnôt need to be as over-

whelming as it may seem.  And 

I canôt stress enough that if you 

have further questions or you 

doubt that what Iôve just told 

you is what the Board is look-

ing for, please talk to the Board 

president.  It is better to ask 

questions and fulfill their ex-

pectations than to guess and get 

it wrong. 

 

Best of luck, 

Annual Reports:  

A Great Opportunity!  
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The Cracker Barrel, Continued from page one 

Then I saw her. She was older than me… she was wearing sensible pumps. Her hair was falling 
out of her bun… because she was… egads… rocking with Guitar Hero! She had “crossed over” 
to the dark side. I felt sorry for her. Another victim of this new age of games and whatnots trying 
to take over our libraries.  
 
But, then the force started working on me. I tried to step on the escalator 
but it was pulling me… closer and closer… like a magnet. “Wanna try?” I 
heard. “What? Me? That? Oh, no… no thank you… er, I don‟t know 
how… I‟ve never done it before.” “Wanna try?” this cool, hip-looking 
young man asked again. “Well… er… okay, I guess. As long as there is 
no one else in line.” 
 
He patiently lifted the guitar strap over my head and positioned my fin-
gers on the colored buttons. “Now, when you see that color come up as 
a note, just push the button. I‟ll set the game on the easiest and slowest setting.” “Let‟s put in 
something you might know… you know, something from when you were a teenager… some of 
that “classic rock”.” I could have belted him at that point, but another strange aura was taking 
over. I was Clapton… I was Bon Jovi… I was a “guitar hero”.  
 
I did not hit all the notes… matter of fact I might have hit less than 50%, but that did not matter. I 
was “rocking”! And, even though another young, hip, she-librarian had picked up the other gui-
tar and was rocking at an expert rate, I was captivated by the sound and the rhythm and the 
music. I was fourteen again. I was having a blast. I could do this! Anyone could do this. This 
was not only for teenagers, tweens and in-betweens. 
 
It was not long after I returned to my library that we purchased our very own Guitar Hero and 
scheduled programs. We did not know how to really get it set up or started, so we grabbed the 
first kid that waltzed into the library and made him do it for us.  
 
Guitar Hero today… Dance, Dance Revolution tomorrow… then who knows? Maybe Wii! 
 
My point is — and I do have one — that we can change our minds. Gaming in the library does 
make sense. Especially when teamed with book talks and displays of other cool books and li-
brary materials. We use to “hook „em” with book talks to get them to come to the library and 
read. Well, the hook has changed, but the purpose is the same. We hook them with the games, 
they come into the library, see what we have to offer, and most importantly build a relationship 
with library staff. 
 
It is that relationship that will be the spark that will kindle a love and patronage for their local li-
brary. As adults they will remember fondly the fun they had at the library. And maybe, if we 
have done our jobs, they will remember us with their votes. — SP 
 
For more info: 
http://www.libsuccess.org/ (search for “gaming”) 
The Role of Gaming in Libraries: Taking the Pulse. (Available online: http://boardgameswithscott.com/
pulse2007.pdf) 


